




Minutes 





     Kuwait Chapter




Association of the United States Army 




 
Executive Board Meeting 




                  8 August 2009

Meeting called to order by: Randy Williams, AUSA Kuwait Chapter President 

Attendance:

Executive Board present:  Randy Williams, CSM Don and Debbie Harbin, Nola Maloney, Lole Meaole-Morrison, Ray and Martha Rodon, Rania Azmi, Donald Quintina, Wood Saunders, Jeremy Howard, Tom and June Schneider, Clinton Pendergrast, David Hill, John Homerin, Mark Conroe, Mohamad Azmi, Matthew Scott, Robert Cornwall, John Bianchi, Chief Martinez, and Gae Lyn Anderson.  

Absent: Ziyad Selim, Darrell Crawford, Annie Walker, Cecilemarie Warren, Samar Mansour, Meghan McCabe, Salem Al-shammari, Michael Coleman, Toney Haskett, Gary Menke, Dana Winner, John Simmons, and Prakash Balraj. 

Location: CSM Harbin Residence (Randy thanked them for their hospitality). 

Purpose of Meeting: Monthly AUSA Executive Board Meeting 
I.  Old Business:
A. Secretary’s Report: June Minutes were approved with one name correction; July minutes were approved with one name corrected.
B. Treasurer’s Report: balance of $24,000 as of July 31, 2009 – David Hill
C. Freedom Walk:  Coordination was conducted by Colonel Mark Conroe (Chief Martinez assisted in July), to be held September 10 at the US Embassy grounds, approved by Ambassador Jones. Flyers will be sent out.  OMCK has 10 volunteers, and will notify AUSA of any required volunteers.  New RSO to assist as possible in clearance of the walkers.  Raytheon and MPRI will donate toward the Freedom Walk T-shirts.  Names to be submitted to RSO by September 3 through Colonel Mark Conroe.  There will only be a certain number allowed (later reported as 200 persons total), and a Bar-b-q following the walk within the Embassy compound.  Nola and CSM Don Harbin will make the list for the soldier invitees  Food will be donated by Agility and the American Embassy Welfare Association will provide some food items..  Sponsors are:, Agility, Raytheon, AEWA, MPRI, and AUSA.  AUSA will fund up to 600kd for the 2009 Freedom Walk, to include the two monetary donations.  Motion made by John, seconded by Ray, and unanimously approved.  Pre-registration will take place outside the US Embassy. There will be 4 or 5 water points, and possibly band for the bar-b-q.

D. Corporate Training will be in Heidelberg August 21-25, Randy and Ray will attend.  Meghan is on vacation and not available at this time.
E. Thanksgiving at the Hilton:  Around $30,000 dollars is needed to fund the event. Contacting sponsors will be done by Randy, Ray, and Darrel. Approximately 450 soldiers are expected to participate plus 150 guests of sponsors and AUSA members, total expected is approximately 600.   MEBS has committed, waiting for DynCorp, and possibly LSI.  Samar will contact the Hilton to make arrangements for Randy to meet their POC and request to hold prices to last year. Need to have manned AUSA Recruiting table to supply information on AUSA membership and applications.
F. Annual Golf Tournament. This even will occur on . March 14, 2010, with the  AUSA Corporate Sponsor Dinner to occur on 13 March.  The Golf Tournament will again be held at the Sahra Club, coordinated by Tom Schneider.  Each golfer last year cost $120 to $150 for green fees, golf tees, golf balls, carts, continental breakfast, and lunch.  Everyone is encouraged to work on sponsors.  There may be 132 soldiers/Marines/Navy/Coast Guard/Air Force expected to participate plus 12 golfers from sponsors and AUSA members.  There will be a large banquet the night before, location to be determined for the banquet, and need 2 AUSA members to man tables to provide AUSA membership information.
B. Clothing Locker:  reminder to supply new clothing for soldiers.   Needs are jeans, Dockers, cargo pants, polo shirts, blouses, and button shirts.
II. New Business: 

A.  National Convention: October 5-7 in Washington, DC.  Reservations for Convention are due by August 14.  Ray, Darrell, CSM Harbin, and Randy will attend, while Tom and Rania are possible attendees. At present, 5 rooms have been blocked for AUSA Kuwait.  CSM Don Harbin is facilitating the attendance of the Soldier of the Year and NCO of the Year.  Airline tickets are provided by United Airlines.  Don Harbin’s organization is providing the room and meals for the Soldier and NCO of the Year.  CSM Harbin is requesting that AUSA provide 2 Army Service Uniforms (ASU), at $500.00 each.  Itinerary is posted on the AUSA website. This was approved.  There has been a sponsor’s table for the European Department and a booth for ARCENT.  It is not known if there will be a Hospitality Room that AUSA Kuwait can share in.  There will be recognition for AUSA Kuwait again this year as a President’s Club member.

B. Army 10 Miler: Camp Buehring on October 4, 2009.  Awards, plaques, t-shirts, and trophies are expected to be provided by sponsors.  The total cost is expected to be 1400 kd.  Tom and another representative of AUSA will give out the AUSA trophies.   Some funding for the trophies, etc will be provided by AUSA. One Board member will man table with AUSA membership applications and info available.
C. AUSA October General Meeting will be arranged by Samar, possible date is the last or next to last Saturday in October (try to avoid Halloween date). 

D. AUSA May General Meeting is normally at the USE; however, another location may be needed due to security restrictions to accommodate all AUSA guests.

E. Rania reminded everyone to send her information for the AUSA newsletter.  She needs pictures and a description of events.

F. Education Week: Nola and Jeremy will check with Mary Newkirk on this event to be in November.  Last year AUSA sponsored a cookout for this (went thru training).

G. Family Assistance: Don will contact the new Chaplain.

H. Next Meeting:  September 5th at the home of Randy and Sharon Williams (all congratulated Randy on his recent marriage). 
